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EDrroR's CorunN
As the winter season
stubbornly continues to
eldend into the begin-
ning of spring bringing
wilh it ice and snow, it
is a good time to lhink
of reasons to be to
cheerful.
We have been delighted

to share the joy of many of
our triends who have re'
coived lndefnite leave lo
remain through ih€ legacy
resolution proc€ss and
have some certainly about
lheh tuturc. Brushstokes
is working \Nell with oficers
from Housing and Welfare
Rlghts to provide a co-
ordinsled approacfi to n€w
rcfugees many needs for
practical support and
ffiendly advi6.

Times are padicularly ha.d
for the many people stil,
waitng to h6ar 6bout their
future and we hope to ex-
tend some exlra support to
them at our wsekly drop in
where we can share food
and conversalion, Our firsl
party for people in this
tough Bituation was a

loveiy occasion and one
we hop6 to repeat later in
the year.

Brushsrokes staf and
volunteers had a 'brg night
ouf al lhe 106' Father
Hudson's Annual Ball. We
were encouraged ancl
hoarten€d by lhe warm
interest in our projecl we
wihessed from the many
people who att€nded, Our
gralitid€ for the fnaftjal
contaibution it will make to
our projecl in these le€n
times is much apprecjated,

2010 is proving a y€r of
rapjd change for Brush-
sfoke6 wilh more rcfugees
and newcomers coming in
for support. We hope to
rise to the challenge and
bring you news of people
u/ho have new hope and
opporlunilies as the year

A highlight in our February
calendar is the visil from
lhe new Ar.hbishop ot the
Birmingham Catholic dio-
cese, Bema.d Longley. He
is visiting Brushslrokes on
February 23ru as part of his
tour of Falher Hudson's
Society projocts in
Coleshill and across the
diocese.

Tergsa Clements

WE HAD A PARTY
Friday sw the fint of what
we hope will becone regu-
le get-togethes for ou
dylu sekqs, refrges
md thei. fdilies. Despite
yet mothd dowalal of
snow, about tbirty grom-
uPs dd sevdal childreb
cane along to Bruqhshokes
to enjoy @nvqsahonr mu"

sic, gmes, food dd toys at
l@chtime on Friday 19e
Februar]. lSoup, piza,
dips, quiche dd cle
pioved a N@ss with
adults ed childrd alil€,
md "ph the tail on dre
donke)/ was a great hit
s,ith dE d1i1&en.
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